Resolution 06-03

Family Planning and Public Health

WHEREAS Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) included family planning in its
published list of the 'Ten Great Public Health Achievements -- United States, 1900-1999.

WHEREAS publicly funded family planning services enable millions of Americans to decide
whether and when to have children.’

WHEREAS publicly supported family planning services help women avoid 1.3 million
unintended pregnancies each year.”

WHEREAS an estimated 52.8% of all pregnancies in Washington State were unintended from
1999 -2001 and an estimated 37.5% of all births in Washington State were unintended in the
same time period.”

WHEREAS women in the United States with incomes below the federal poverty level in 2001
were four times as likely to have an unintended pregnancy and three times as likely to have an
abortion as women with incomes above 200% of the poverty level.’

WHEREAS every $1 of public money spent on family planning services, saves $3 in Medicaid
costs for pregnancy-related and newborn care.’

WHEREAS use of emergency contraception in the United States has the potential to reduce the
unintended pregnancy rate by at least one-half.®

WHEREAS contraceptives, including emergency contraception, reduce the need for abortion
services.

WHEREAS Washington State has seen a reduction in teen pregnancy since family planning
(including contraceptive and abstinence information) accessibility has increased.

WHEREAS funding for family planning is still only reaching an estimated 51% of Washington
State women living in poverty who need these services.’®

WHEREAS planning and spacing of pregnancies improves health and economic outcomes of
families.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that WSPHA recognizes that family planning access
is a public health goal that has broad capabilities to improve the health and well being of persons
living and working in Washington State, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOVED that WSPHA supports policy that would increase funding and
access to culturally appropriate family planning services for all persons living and working in
Washington State regardless of their ability to pay.

Signed by: Rick Porso, WSPHA President 2005-2006



Submitting Author: (Must be a WSPHA Member and complete contact information must
be provided for acceptance to review.)
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Melinda Read, Family Planning Program Manager

On behalf of the Washington State Council on Family Planning
Public Health Seattle & King County

999 3" Ave. Suite 900

Seattle, WA. 98104

(206) 296-4673

Melinda.read@metrokc.gov

Co-Author: (Complete contact information must be provided for acceptance to review.)
0 Member X Non-Member

Cynthia Harris, Health Services Consultant 4

WA DOH, Family Planning and Reproductive Health
111 Israel Road, TC2

P.O. Box 47883

Olympia, WA 98504-7883

(360) 236-3401

cynthia.harris@doh.wa.gov

Supporting Individuals of Organizations:

Carol Oakes, Executive Director
Family Planning Assn of Chelan-Douglas Counties, Inc.,
Wenatchee, WA

David Greenberg, President/CEO
Planned Parenthood of the
Columbia/Willamette

Portland, OR

Maria Wood, FP Coordinator
Public Health Seattle & King County

Family Planning Program
Seattle, WA

Lenore Whitecar, Director
Okanogan Family Planning Clinic
Omak, WA

Anna Franks, President/CEO
Planned Parenthood of Central Washington
Yakima, WA



